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INSPECTION DETAILS IMPORTANT INFORMATION

SOW (DECK SAFETY) INSPECTION

A Pro Spex (here after referred to as Inspection Company) deck Inspection is intended to be an examination of the deck components, and its
condition as compared to a deck built according to the standards set by the AWC (American Wood Council) 2012 edition on deck
construction. The information developed in the course of a deck Inspection is intended to help make your deck safer.
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FOOTINGS, POSTS, COLUMNS MATERIAL

Not Visible

4x4, 6x6

FOOTINGS, POSTS, COLUMNS SECTION REPORT

Section ltems Comments

2.1 Footings 1 View Comments

2.2 Support Posts (Columns) 1 View Comments

2.3 Bracing 1 View Comments

IN = Inspected, NI = Not Inspected, NP = Not Present, O = Observations

COMMENTS

2.1.1 Deck Post Footings Not Visible

The deck post footings are not visible for inspection.

2.2.1 ROT AT POST BASE [_]High

Probing the base of the posts indicate the presence of severe wood rot at all posts for the deck and related steps. One of the posts is also
starting to lean. The deck is not safe for use. All posts should be replaced along with proper footers installed.
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1.13 Post leaning



https://homeinspectortech.com/#/pdf-media-view?url=https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/home-inspection/Inspection-Protocol/Image_1586437966800.jpg&back_page_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9ob21lLWluc3BlY3Rpb24uczMudXMtd2VzdC0yLmFtYXpvbmF3cy5jb20vUmVwb3J0cy9BUC0yOTMtMDAyNzAxXzMwOTc3XzE0NTMzMy5wZGYjZmlsZTovLy9DOi9Vc2Vycy9BRE1JTkl+MS9BcHBEYXRhL0xvY2FsL1RlbXAvMi9qc3JlcG9ydC9hdXRvY2xlYW51cC9iNjM3NmNlMC03ZTVmLTExZWEtOTFmYi00YmYwOWUwZjllNzAuaHRtbCMwMDk3MjAwOTQ=
https://homeinspectortech.com/#/pdf-media-view?url=https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/home-inspection/Inspection-Protocol/Image_1586437967115.jpg&back_page_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9ob21lLWluc3BlY3Rpb24uczMudXMtd2VzdC0yLmFtYXpvbmF3cy5jb20vUmVwb3J0cy9BUC0yOTMtMDAyNzAxXzMwOTc3XzE0NTMzMy5wZGYjZmlsZTovLy9DOi9Vc2Vycy9BRE1JTkl+MS9BcHBEYXRhL0xvY2FsL1RlbXAvMi9qc3JlcG9ydC9hdXRvY2xlYW51cC9iNjM3NmNlMC03ZTVmLTExZWEtOTFmYi00YmYwOWUwZjllNzAuaHRtbCMwMDk3MjAwOTU=
https://homeinspectortech.com/#/pdf-media-view?url=https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/home-inspection/Inspection-Protocol/Image_1586437967516.jpg&back_page_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9ob21lLWluc3BlY3Rpb24uczMudXMtd2VzdC0yLmFtYXpvbmF3cy5jb20vUmVwb3J0cy9BUC0yOTMtMDAyNzAxXzMwOTc3XzE0NTMzMy5wZGYjZmlsZTovLy9DOi9Vc2Vycy9BRE1JTkl+MS9BcHBEYXRhL0xvY2FsL1RlbXAvMi9qc3JlcG9ydC9hdXRvY2xlYW51cC9iNjM3NmNlMC03ZTVmLTExZWEtOTFmYi00YmYwOWUwZjllNzAuaHRtbCMwMDk3MjAwOTY=
https://homeinspectortech.com/#/pdf-media-view?url=https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/home-inspection/Inspection-Protocol/Image_1586437967929.jpg&back_page_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9ob21lLWluc3BlY3Rpb24uczMudXMtd2VzdC0yLmFtYXpvbmF3cy5jb20vUmVwb3J0cy9BUC0yOTMtMDAyNzAxXzMwOTc3XzE0NTMzMy5wZGYjZmlsZTovLy9DOi9Vc2Vycy9BRE1JTkl+MS9BcHBEYXRhL0xvY2FsL1RlbXAvMi9qc3JlcG9ydC9hdXRvY2xlYW51cC9iNjM3NmNlMC03ZTVmLTExZWEtOTFmYi00YmYwOWUwZjllNzAuaHRtbCMwMDk3MjAwOTc=
https://homeinspectortech.com/#/pdf-media-view?url=https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/home-inspection/Inspection-Protocol/Image_1586437968265.jpg&back_page_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9ob21lLWluc3BlY3Rpb24uczMudXMtd2VzdC0yLmFtYXpvbmF3cy5jb20vUmVwb3J0cy9BUC0yOTMtMDAyNzAxXzMwOTc3XzE0NTMzMy5wZGYjZmlsZTovLy9DOi9Vc2Vycy9BRE1JTkl+MS9BcHBEYXRhL0xvY2FsL1RlbXAvMi9qc3JlcG9ydC9hdXRvY2xlYW51cC9iNjM3NmNlMC03ZTVmLTExZWEtOTFmYi00YmYwOWUwZjllNzAuaHRtbCMwMDk3MjAwOTg=
https://homeinspectortech.com/#/pdf-media-view?url=https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/home-inspection/Inspection-Protocol/Image_1586437968606.jpg&back_page_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9ob21lLWluc3BlY3Rpb24uczMudXMtd2VzdC0yLmFtYXpvbmF3cy5jb20vUmVwb3J0cy9BUC0yOTMtMDAyNzAxXzMwOTc3XzE0NTMzMy5wZGYjZmlsZTovLy9DOi9Vc2Vycy9BRE1JTkl+MS9BcHBEYXRhL0xvY2FsL1RlbXAvMi9qc3JlcG9ydC9hdXRvY2xlYW51cC9iNjM3NmNlMC03ZTVmLTExZWEtOTFmYi00YmYwOWUwZjllNzAuaHRtbCMwMDk3MjAwOTk=
https://homeinspectortech.com/#/pdf-media-view?url=https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/home-inspection/Inspection-Protocol/Image_1586437968944.jpg&back_page_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9ob21lLWluc3BlY3Rpb24uczMudXMtd2VzdC0yLmFtYXpvbmF3cy5jb20vUmVwb3J0cy9BUC0yOTMtMDAyNzAxXzMwOTc3XzE0NTMzMy5wZGYjZmlsZTovLy9DOi9Vc2Vycy9BRE1JTkl+MS9BcHBEYXRhL0xvY2FsL1RlbXAvMi9qc3JlcG9ydC9hdXRvY2xlYW51cC9iNjM3NmNlMC03ZTVmLTExZWEtOTFmYi00YmYwOWUwZjllNzAuaHRtbCMwMDk3MjAxMDA=
https://homeinspectortech.com/#/pdf-media-view?url=https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/home-inspection/Inspection-Protocol/Image_1586438015238.jpg&back_page_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9ob21lLWluc3BlY3Rpb24uczMudXMtd2VzdC0yLmFtYXpvbmF3cy5jb20vUmVwb3J0cy9BUC0yOTMtMDAyNzAxXzMwOTc3XzE0NTMzMy5wZGYjZmlsZTovLy9DOi9Vc2Vycy9BRE1JTkl+MS9BcHBEYXRhL0xvY2FsL1RlbXAvMi9qc3JlcG9ydC9hdXRvY2xlYW51cC9iNjM3NmNlMC03ZTVmLTExZWEtOTFmYi00YmYwOWUwZjllNzAuaHRtbCMwMDk3MjAxMDE=
https://homeinspectortech.com/#/pdf-media-view?url=https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/home-inspection/Inspection-Protocol/Image_1586438015465.jpg&back_page_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9ob21lLWluc3BlY3Rpb24uczMudXMtd2VzdC0yLmFtYXpvbmF3cy5jb20vUmVwb3J0cy9BUC0yOTMtMDAyNzAxXzMwOTc3XzE0NTMzMy5wZGYjZmlsZTovLy9DOi9Vc2Vycy9BRE1JTkl+MS9BcHBEYXRhL0xvY2FsL1RlbXAvMi9qc3JlcG9ydC9hdXRvY2xlYW51cC9iNjM3NmNlMC03ZTVmLTExZWEtOTFmYi00YmYwOWUwZjllNzAuaHRtbCMwMDk3MjAxMDI=
https://homeinspectortech.com/#/pdf-media-view?url=https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/home-inspection/Inspection-Protocol/Image_1586466425290.jpg&back_page_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9ob21lLWluc3BlY3Rpb24uczMudXMtd2VzdC0yLmFtYXpvbmF3cy5jb20vUmVwb3J0cy9BUC0yOTMtMDAyNzAxXzMwOTc3XzE0NTMzMy5wZGYjZmlsZTovLy9DOi9Vc2Vycy9BRE1JTkl+MS9BcHBEYXRhL0xvY2FsL1RlbXAvMi9qc3JlcG9ydC9hdXRvY2xlYW51cC9iNjM3NmNlMC03ZTVmLTExZWEtOTFmYi00YmYwOWUwZjllNzAuaHRtbCMwMDk3MjAxMDM=
https://homeinspectortech.com/#/pdf-media-view?url=https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/home-inspection/Inspection-Protocol/Image_1586438074547.jpg&back_page_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9ob21lLWluc3BlY3Rpb24uczMudXMtd2VzdC0yLmFtYXpvbmF3cy5jb20vUmVwb3J0cy9BUC0yOTMtMDAyNzAxXzMwOTc3XzE0NTMzMy5wZGYjZmlsZTovLy9DOi9Vc2Vycy9BRE1JTkl+MS9BcHBEYXRhL0xvY2FsL1RlbXAvMi9qc3JlcG9ydC9hdXRvY2xlYW51cC9iNjM3NmNlMC03ZTVmLTExZWEtOTFmYi00YmYwOWUwZjllNzAuaHRtbCMwMDk3MjAxMDQ=

Diagonal Post to beam bracing is required of decks to prevent lateral movement under extreme loads. Failure to correct can lead to deck
failure. Diagonal bracing is not properly installed where required.

1.1

Diagonal Sway Bracing
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1.2 1.3 Example of Bracing
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1. INSPECTION DETAILS | 2. FOOTINGS, POSTS COLUMNSTB. BEAMS AND JOISTST4. LEDGER BOARD | 5. DECK BOARDS | 6. HAND AND GUARD RAILS | 7. STAIRS

8. MISCELLANEQUS

BEAMS AND JOISTS MATERIAL

2x10

BEAMS AND JOISTS SECTION REPORT

3.1 Beams Condition

3.2 Joists Condition v View Comments

3.3 Fasteners (Hangers, ties etc.) View Comments

3.4 Lateral Bracing View Comments

|
3.5 Rim Joist !

= Inspected, NI = Not Inspected, NP = Not Present, O = Observations

COMMENTS

3.2.1 Carriage Bolts []Low

Carriage bolts are used to attach the beams to theb post. Carriage bolts are no longer allowed for use in deck construction as the solid end
can pull through the wood. Through bolts are required at all fasteners.
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3.3.1 CORRODING BOLTS [ Medium

The post to beam bolts are corroding, an indication the wrong type of bolts were used or due to age. Failure to address this could lead to
separation and failure. Consult a qualified deck contractor for corrections. For more on deck construction CLICK HERE

3.3.2 Corroded Joist Hangers [ Medium

The joist hangers and or nails have started to corrode which can lead to failure of the joist attachment.

3.4.1 Missing Under Deck Bracing []Low

The left side of the deck has no under deck diagonal bracing which helps prevent sway. The right side has bracing but it is incorrectly
installed.

1.1 Example 1.2 No bracing 1.3 Incorrectly installed bracing right side
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8. MISCELLANEQUS

LEDGER BOARD MATERIAL

Ledger Size

2x10

LEDGER BOARD SECTION REPORT

4.1 Ledger Board Attachment View Comments

4.2 Ledger Board Flashing v View Comments

= Inspected, NI = Not Inspected, NP = Not Present, O = Observations

COMMENTS
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4.1.1 CORRODING BOLTS [ Medium

The bolts and washers are corroding, an indication the wrong type of bolts were used or this due to age. Failure to address this could lead to
separation and failure.

4.1.2 LEDGER BOARD ATTACHMENT [ ]High

The ledger board is improperly attached over the vinyl siding. This indicates no wall flashing was used which can allow moisture into the
wall system and failure of the ledger board. Failure to address this could lead to separation and failure.

Figire 16 Latiger Boart Fastener Asing and Cisaiamoes.
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4.2.1 MISSING FLASHING AT DECK [ ]High

Decks attached to homes using the old standards, bolting to house frame, have been known to fail. This has often been traced to missing
flashing where the deck attaches to the wall. There is no visible flashing at this deck. Note also, water stains were visible across the interior

of the rear wall and over the rear door. Recent changes to deck construction requirements call for interior posts and beam to provide
independent support.
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1. INSPECTION DETAILS | 2. FOOTINGS, POSTS, COLUMNSTB. BEAMS AND JOISTST4. LEDGER BOARDTS. DECK BOARDS | 6. HAND AND GUARD RAILS | 7. STAIRS

8. MISCELLANEQUS

DECK BOARDS MATERIAL

Deck Board Type

Wood

DECK BOARDS SECTION REPORT

5.1 Floor Boards View Comments

5.2 Floor Board Fasteners v

= Inspected, NI = Not Inspected, NP = Not Present, O = Observations
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COMMENTS

5.1.1 Worn wood deck [ Medium

The wood deck and step boards are worn and unsafe for minors. Recommend upgrades to improve safety.

1.4 1.5 1.6
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(1. INSPECTION DETAILS | 2. FOOTINGS, POSTS, COLUMNS | 3. BEAMS AND JOISTST4. LEDGER BOARD | 5. DECK BOARDS | 6. HAND AND GUARD RAILS | 7. STAIRS

8. MISCELLANEQOUS

HAND AND GUARD RAILS SECTION REPORT

Section Items Comments

6.1 Guard Rails (34-38" AFF) 1 View Comments

6.2 Hand Rails (34-38" AFF) ‘ 1 View Comments

vV 1 View Comments
N_d_# G

6.3 Guard Rails Posts

IN = Inspected, NI = Not Inspected, NP = Not Present, O = Observations

COMMENTS

6.1.1 LOOSE POSTS [ ]High

Guardrail posts are loose, secure to prevent a fall or injury.
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6.2.1 HAND RAIL ABOVE 34"-38" INCHES [l Medium

Hand rail height is above 34-38 inches. It should be attached to the side of tje guardrail. Recommend replacement by a qualified contractor
to prevent a fall or injury.

Figure 33. Miscellaneous Stair Requirements.
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6.3.1 Post Bolts Il Medium

Guardrail posts should be double bolted with lag bolts or lag screws. Also when rail posts are mouted on the outside of the outer rim board
interior blocking or additional hardware is required to prevent movement. The Carriage bolts currently used are no longer approved for deck
use.

Figure 24. Example Guard Datail,
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1.5 Hardware and blocking Diagram
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1. INSPECTION DETAILS | 2. FOOTINGS, POSTS, COLUMN

8. MISCELLANEQUS

STB. BEAMS AND JOISTST4. LEDGER BOARD | 5. DECK BOARDS | 6. HAND AND GUARD RAILS | 7. STAIRS

STAIRS MATERIAL

Riser Height

Stringer Type

7.5&quot;

38&quot;

Notched

Tread Depth

11&quot;

STAIRS SECTION REPORT

Section Items IN NI NP 0 Comments
7.1 Stairway Width (min 36") v 0
7.2 Stringers v 1 View Comments
7.3 Treads (Max 4" Gap) v 0
. . e ; — V ’ . . —
7.4 Riser height Variation ™ = ;l £ ;”_T_“«L | | Y 4_}5 0 &
] I | i el i v £ &
7.5 Hand Rails AN I Vi _ | ww 42
7.6 Balluster Spacing (Max 4') |L% %EJ;HH'W ul | A"
.6 Balluster Spacing (Max S W . | :
50 A Sl B AW
7.7 Connectors (Modifications, Corrosion, Nailing) | v I | | | 0 |

IN = Inspected, NI = Not Inspected, NP = Not Present, O = Observations
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COMMENTS

7.2.1 STRINGER NOT SECURE [ Medium

The stair stringers are not securely anchored causing them to move. Failure to correct this could lead to a fall or injury.

1.1 1.2
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1. INSPECTION DETAILS | 2. FOOTINGS, POSTS COLUMNSTB. BEAMS AND JOISTST4. LEDGER BOARD | 5. DECK BOARDS | 6. HAND AND GUARD RAILS | 7. STAIRS

8. MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS SECTION REPORT

Section Iltems Comments

8.1 Built-in Seating

8.2 Privacy Fencing v 0

= Inspected, NI = Not Inspected, NP = Not Present, O = Observations

INSPECTOR PROFILE

Name: Email Address:
Glenford Blanc sales@pro-spex.com

Licence Number: MD 29749
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CLOSING STATEMENT

Closing Statement Old Wood Deck

The deck appears to be over 20 years old and is at the end of its service life. Pressure treated wood decks typically have a 15 to 20 year
lifespan. While there are observations noted in the report for repairs it is recommended the deck be replaced for safety. The deck in its
current state is unsafe for use.

SINCERELY,
PRO SPEX HOME & COMMERCIAL INSPECTION SERVICES
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